Having an Encounter with God

June 9, 2009

Haggai 2:5 (message)"'Yes, get to work! For I am with you.' The God-of-the-Angel-Armies is speaking! 'Put into action the word I covenanted with you when you left Egypt. I'm living and breathing among you right now. Don't be timid. Don't hold back.'

I. What is an encounter?

a. It’s a moment you will never forget, it may be an instance, it could be days but it gets branded in the history of your spiritual life.

b. Enoch had an encounter

i. Hebrews 11:5, Genesis 5:21-24.

c. Noah had an encounter wit God 

i. Hebrews 11:7, Genesis 6:7-9, 22, 7:23

II. Encounters with God lead to Friendship.

a. Moses God’s Friend

i. Exodus 33:11-14, 

b. An encounter with God had specific attributes

i. Face to Face

ii. As a Friend

iii. Knew Moses by his first name.

iv. Found Grace with God.

v. God’s presence went with him.

III. How can we have this?

a. Micah 6:8

b. To do Justly is to live according to the Word of God publicly in front of men, and privately for God. 

c. To live merciful with men and rejoice when God is merciful.

d. Walk Humbly with God. We must walk “With Him and not For Him”. Humility and self-examination are mandatory to live in the presence of God and be endorsed by Him. Mark 3:13-15

e. The whole idea is to be as close as possible to Jesus and walk and commune with Him and be conformed to His image.

Summary.

Jesus did not ordain and then choose his followers he chooses them to be with Him. A relationship takes time of being one with the other in communicating sharing of experiences, passions, dreams, problems etc.

You will never reach these encounters unless you spend time with God. You will always reflect who or what you have been hanging out with. If you spend all your time with people you will find out you pick up on their attitudes, desires, problems and before long you will think, act and talk like them. On the other hand if you spend your time with God you will pick up on his desires, passion and dreams and you will begin to think, act and speak like Him, and share in His authority and power.

