Understanding the Kingdom of God – Part 1
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Intro.

1. John the Baptist  -Matthew 3 1In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,2And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.3For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
a. Christ at the Beginiing of His  ministry – Isaiah 9:6-7, Mark 1:14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, Mark 1:13-15 
b. Christ at the end of His ministry –Acts 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God
c. The message commanded to the apostles -Luke 9:2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. Luke 9:1-3 
2. Definition Matt. 6:31

a. It is Heavens System.

a. Mark 4:3-26, 
b. Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Romans 14:16-18 

c. 1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 1 Corinthians 4:19-21
3. Its place of operation -Luke 17:21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. Luke 17:20-22 
!The Kingdom of God simply refers to the rule of God. In modern times, a kingdom primarily refers either to the subjects of a king or to the land ruled by a king. In biblical language, however,

“kingdom” refers first to the exercise of a king’s authority and power; the subjects or the domain of the king hold only secondary meanings.

Thus, the command to seek fi rst the Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33) simply means to seek after God to takecontrol and rule in your life, in your family, in your church, and so on. The prayer, “Thy Kingdom come,” becomes your heart’s cry to God to see the demonstration of His rule in

the earth. This prayer, like the Kingdom itself, has both an immediate and an ultimate fulfillment. God demonstrates His rule now through the various operations of His Spirit,

but He will fully demonstrate His Kingdom at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

With this definition in mind, it’s easier to understand that the Church is not the Kingdom; rather, it’s a conduit for the expression of God’s power and authority. In that sense, believers don’t “build” or “create” God’s Kingdom any more than an electrical wire creates the power fl owing through it.
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2. There are 2 Kingdoms or systems that operate within the earth.

a. The KOG  and the KOS

b. Colossians 1:13 , Matt. 12:25,

c. John 8:30-33, 44 - Biggest deception is that you are in the KOG w/o serving Christ.

d. God sent Jesus to establish this Kingdom 

I. Isaiah 9:6, John 18:36

II. We are His ambassadors II Corinthians 5:20

III. Matt. 6:8-10

3. Operating within the KOG Requires 

a. Separation Matt. 3:1

b. Living the Covenant from the Inside Out – Jeremiah 31:31-34

c. Mattt 6:19-24

